
The Aguilar rig together was like a 
perfect match and really came into its 
own: this rig sounds every bit as 
professional as it looks.

The tonal quality is outstanding: the 
AG 500 has more beef than cattle yard. 
The sound is crystal clear, with 
defi nition in the low bottom without the 
slightest interference or distortion. 
Even when cranked to 11 it has a nice 
sharp punch with clear tone for the 
high end stuff. Plus there is always the 
tweeter control to add a little more 
venom if you want to slap and pop… 
but more on that later. 

Verdict 
The AG 500 much has all the features 
you would expect an amp of this quality 
to have, except something to keep your 
beer cold in. The sounds are fabulous, 
both in terms of the range available and 
the quality of each possibility. Basically 
it made my rig sound old and tired… 

Aguilar GS 410 quad box
The GS 410 is a relatively large quad 
box, mainly because of its depth and 
height, not to mention the weight – 
thank the gods it comes with wheels! It 
is a solidly built, well fi nished beast. 
Aguilar employs seven-ply void-free 
Philippine mahogany in the 
construction. It is carpeted in good-
quality black felt that covers all, with 
each corner in an interlocking plastic 
cap. Plus there are two good-sized 
handles on either side, one for each 
roadie. The cabinet has 65mm 
channelled ports above and below 
the speakers, while the speakers 
themselves are protected by a 
heavy steel grill. The box is braced 
and the inside is lined with fi breglass 
insulation to reduce sound refl ections 
within the unit.

The GS 410 has four 10in cast-frame 
drivers – custom made to Aguilar specs 
by Eminance – and one phenolic 
tweeter. The cab features an integral 
phase plug variable tweeter control 
marked ‘high control’ – this allows you 

to increase or decrease the top-end 
sound by adjusting the tweeter. It’s 
located in the back of the box with the 
inputs. The inputs consist of standard 
parallel 1/4in jack plugs plus the option 
of parallel Neutrik speakon inputs. Both 
inputs are rated at 8 ohms so when 
running both you get 4 ohms and max 
power. And the GS 410 can handle up 
to 700W watts of pure, thumping, 
knock-you-on-your-arse bass thrust. 

SOUNDS: The GS 410 is just huge 
when used with the AG 500; it handled 
both the channels really well. Channel 2 
with the saturation control cranked 
into overdrive did not cause a problem 

with the box’s sound reproduction. The 
GS 410 projected clearly with the 
distortion being heard on the bass itself 
and not in the speakers, while the clean 
sound on a more traditional bass setting 
had a wonderful evenness to it. The 
unit coped with a settings aimed at 
producing big bottom end, and the four 
10s were able to produce booming 
warm waves that would make most 
inferior quality speakers break apart.

The ‘high’ control, which adjusts the 
tweeter, is an effective way to cut or 
boost the top end sound of the 
amplifi ed signal. The GS 410 still 
maintained overall integrity and the 
control simply gave pops and hammer-
ons more bite when increased. The 
control also just about allows the 
bottom end purist to remove the 
tweeter all together. I also liked how 
The ports above and below also assist 
greatly in the smooth sound 
distribution from the front of the box.

Verdict
The GS 410 is an extremely well built 
cabinet. It’s quite bulky and really 
heavy, which makes it awkward to lift by 
yourself; you’ll need the guitarist to help 
you out and the only thing they’re good 
for is turning up their own volume! 

All the components are well fi tted 
and easily handled all the AG 500 could 
give it. Overall, this is a big meaty 
cabinet with a big meaty sound – one of 
the best soundwise on the market. 

The footswitch toggles 
between clean and overdrive, 

and gives you a ‘mute’ function

AGUILAR AG500
PRICE: $2999
ORIGIN: USA
TYPE: Two-channel 
solid state bass head 
OUTPUT: 500W 
into 4 Ohms, 250 
watts into 8 Ohms
DIMENSIONS: 432 x 
89 x 250mm
WEIGHT: 8.2kg
CONTROLS: Input pad, 
mute; Channel 1: 4-band 
EQ plus high and low 
shelf boost; Channel 2, 
3-band EQ plus contour, 
presence and saturation
CONNECTIONS: 1/4in 
input, two Neutrik 
Speakon and two 1⁄4in 
speaker outputs, XLR 
balanced DI out, tuner 
out, FX send and return
FOOTSWITCH: Channel 
1/2, mute on/off
ADDITIONAL 
FEATURES: Includes 
rack mounting kit

AGUILAR GS 410
PRICE: $2699
ORIGIN: USA
TYPE: 700W 
bass cabinet 
INPUTS: 1 X Speakon 
and 2 x 1/4in jacks
DIMENSIONS: 718 x 
572 x 423mm
WEIGHT: 45kg
SPEAKERS: 4 x 10in 
cast-frame Eminance 
woofers, 1 x phenolic 
tweeter

Dominant
(03) 9873 4333
www.aguilaramp.com
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The tonal quality is outstanding: the AG 500 has 
more beef than a cattle yard

AGUILAR AG 500 & GS 410   $2999 & $2699

BASS AMPS

Control freaks will love the  
tweakability of this amp 
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